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AN INTRODUCTORY WORD TO THE 
ANARCHIVE

 
Anarchy is Order!

  
I must Create a System or be enslav d by  

another Man s. 
I will not Reason & Compare: my business  

is to Create

 
(William Blake)  

During the 19th century, anarchism has develloped as a 
result of a social current which aims for freedom and 
happiness. A number of factors since World War I have 
made this movement, and its ideas, dissapear little by 
little under the dust of history. 
After the classical anarchism 

 

of which the Spanish 
Revolution was one of the last representatives a new 
kind of resistance was founded in the sixties which 
claimed to be based (at least partly) on this anarchism. 
However this resistance is often limited to a few (and 
even then partly misunderstood) slogans such as 
Anarchy is order , Property is theft ,...  

Information about anarchism is often hard to come by, 
monopolised and intellectual; and therefore visibly 
disapearing.The anarchive or anarchist archive 
Anarchy is Order ( in short A.O) is an attempt to make 
the principles, propositions and discussions of this 
tradition available again for anyone it concerns. We 
believe that these texts are part of our own heritage. 
They don t belong to publishers, institutes or specialists.  

These texts thus have to be available for all anarchists an 
other people interested. That is one of the conditions to 
give anarchism a new impulse, to let the new 



 

3

 
anarchism outgrow the slogans. This is what makes this 
project relevant for us: we must find our roots to be able 
to renew ourselves. We have to learn from the mistakes 
of our socialist past. History has shown that a large 
number of the anarchist ideas remain standing, even 
during  the most recent social-economic developments.  

Anarchy Is Order does not make profits, 
everything is spread at the price of printing- and 
papercosts. This of course creates some limitations 
for these archives.   
Everyone is invited to spread along the information 
we give . This can be done by copying our leaflets, 
printing from the CD that is available or copying it, 
e-mailing the texts ,...Become your own anarchive!!!  
(Be aware though of copyright restrictions. We also 
want to make sure that the anarchist or non-commercial 
printers, publishers and autors are not being harmed. 
Our priority on the other hand remains to spread the 
ideas, not the ownership of them.)  

The anarchive offers these texts hoping that values like 
freedom, solidarity and direct action  get a new 
meaning and will be lived again; so that the struggle 
continues against the   

demons of flesh and blood, that sway scepters down 
here; 

and the dirty microbes that send us dark diseases and 
wish to 

squash us like horseflies; 
and the will- o-the-wisp of the saddest ignorance . 

(L-P. Boon)  
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The rest depends as much on you as it depends on us. 
Don t mourn, Organise!  

Comments, questions, criticism,cooperation can be send 
to 
A.O@advalvas.be

 
A complete list and updates are available on this 
address, new texts are always  

welcome!!
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PREFACE

   
This work is a brief overview of the influence that 

libertarian ideas have had upon the Cuban people. We 
believe that we have the duty to faithfully report the annals 
of the Cuban anarchists, who for more than a century have 
struggled and sacrificed in defense of liberty and for the 
interests of the most downtrodden classes in our society. 
We will briefly review the actions of a group of men and 
women who, totally without resources, without aid or 
protection, and who were forgotten and persecuted, not 
only influenced the history of the working class and 
campesinos, but also the history of the entire Cuban 
people.

  

These are the opening words in my pamphlet, Cuba, The 
Anarchists & Liberty, which was first published in English 
in 1987 by Monty Miller Press, and which has been 
reprinted since then by various groups, most recently 
appearing in electronic form on the Internet. It provides the 
basis of this small book. The emphasis in the present work 
lies in the final chapters, in which I deal with the last years 
of organized anarchism in Cuba, covering a series of 
incidents and events which were not included in the 
pamphlet.  

As was to be expected, given its wide distribution, marxist 
and pro-Castro critics attempted to discredit my pamphlet. 
The least cynical accused me of producing an apologetic 
panegyric whose purpose was propagandistic. This is 

untrue. While I am an anarchist and the pamphlet certainly 
was pro-anarchist, it s right and proper that every social 
group promulgate its own historical truth, as long as that 
interpretation is based in verifiable facts. That was my 
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purpose and method in Cuba, the Anarchists & Liberty, and 
it continues to be so in the present work.  

I would like to thank the last survivors of the Cuban 
anarchist movement now spread across the diaspora
who have helped to make this project possible. Suria 
Liunsaín, Claudio Martínez, León G. Montelongo, and 
Helio Nardo collaborated on the final chapters. I also 
received assistance from several persons no longer on the 
scene: Marcelo Salinas, Casto Moscú, Manuel Ferro, 
Manuel González, Agustín Castro, Abelardo Iglesias, and 
Santiago Cobo. All of them contributed their memories to 
this work.  

Finally, this book is dedicated in its entirety to all those 
anonymous militants whose names do not appear here, but 
whose selfless example made an ineradicable impression on 
our national destiny. Without them this history could never 
have been written.  

Frank Fernández, Miami, Florida 
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INTRODUCTION

  
This is not a conventional history. Rather, it s a tribute, an 
homage to the thousands of Cuban anarchists who worked 
over the course of more than a century to build a freer, 
juster world, and who, but for this book, would remain 
almost entirely forgotten. That would be a tragedy, as 
virtually all of them were idealistic, admirable human 
beings, and many were truly heroic. All are more deserving 
of historical remembrance than such power-hungry 
dictators as Gerardo Machado, Fulgencio Batista, and Fidel 
Castro.  

The author of this work, Frank Fernández, has been a 
member of the Movimiento Libertario Cubano en Exilio 
(MLCE) for decades, and was the editor of its long-running 
periodical, Guángara Libertaria, for which he wrote easily 
half a million, and perhaps a million, words on Cuban 
history and politics. He is also the author of the book, La 
sangre de Santa Águeda, which deals with a pivotal event in 
Spanish and Cuban history, the assassination of the Spanish 
premier Cánovas del Castillo in 1897.   

Like the other members of the MLCE and their 
predecessors in Cuba, Frank has done his political work in 
his spare time after his day job as a mechanical 
engineer and has never received a dime for his countless 
hours of work on behalf of Cuban freedom. He writes here 
from deep conviction and also from a deep knowledge of 
the history of Cuba and its anarchist movement. That 
knowledge includes personal acquaintance with most of the 
Cuban anarchists mentioned in chapters 4 and 5, whose 
testimony and remembrances form the backbone of those 
chapters.  
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In reading this history of Cuban anarchism, one is struck 
both by the immense courage and dedication of the Cuban 
anarchists, and by the lessons to be learned from their 
struggles. A particularly poignant lesson is that concerning 
so-called wars of national liberation. In the 1890s, Cuba s 
large and powerful anarchist movement split over the 
question of whether or not to participate in the national 
independence struggle. A great many anarchists defected to 
the independence movement, but that movement proved to 
be a disaster both for the anarchists, who were seriously 
weakened, and for Cuba s people as a whole, hundreds of 
thousands of whom died in the conflict. In the end, nothing 
worthwhile was achieved Spanish colonialism was 
replaced, but by a republic in the hands of the sugar barons 
and beholden to foreign financial interests. At least some 
Cuban anarchists evidently learned from this fiasco that 
it s always a mistake for anarchists to put aside their 
principles and support would-be governors, no matter how 
nationalist or progressive but a great many other 

anarchists evidently didn t.  

Twenty years after this Cuban disaster, large numbers of 
the world s anarchists (including many Cubans) threw their 
support to the Bolshevik government after the 1917 Russian 
revolution. Despite growing evidence of the brutal, 
totalitarian nature of the Communist regime, many 
anarchists continued to support it until well into the 1920s, 
when two well known and respected anarchists, Alexander 
Berkman (in The Russian Tragedy and The Bolshevik 
Myth) and Emma Goldman (in My Disillusionment in 
Russia and My Further Disillusionment in Russia) revealed 
the truth. Even then, some anarchists refused to surrender 
their illusions about the nature of the workers state.

  




